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Npiclæ LANDAVENSES ; or, Striftures on the Biſhop 


of Landaff*s CHarGe, in a Letter to his Lordſhip ; in which 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions of Fx AN cE are ad- 


verted to, and the Policy and Juſtice of altering our Teſt Laws 


are conſidered. 


As E R MO N, &c: 


TITUS, CHAP. II. VER. I. 


| PUT THEM IN MIND TO BE SUBJECT ro PRINCIPALI- 
TIES AND POWERS, TO OBEY MAGISTRATES, AND To 
| BE READY TO EVERY OOo WORK. 


EVER was the wiſe injunction of the 
Apoſtle more neceſſary to be enforced than 
at this period, when too many are apt to ſpeak 
evil of dignities, and to ridicule authority ; when 
a ſpirit of anarchy and inſubordination has been 
conjured up with the moſt ſedulous 'zeal, to level 
all ranks and to obliterate all diſtinctions, and half 
the kingdoms of Europe have been ſhook by its 
breath. That this ſpirit is contrary to the Goſpel 
—to the ſcheme of Providence — to the happineſs 
of man, no perſon who can think for himſelf, and 
thinks juſtly, will diſown: yet, in defiance of 
thoſe reſtraints and allurements, it has been dili- 
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l 
gently cheriſhed and diffuſed by the artful and 


abandoned, to entrap and delude the weak ; and 
many have felt its influence, who, did they reflect, 


would ſhudder at the conſequences to which it 


leads. 


| The wiſdom and goodneſs of God are in no- 
thing more perceptible than in thoſe diſpen- 


ſations, which to the eye of ignorance ſeem moſt 


to impeach them. The inequalities of rank 
and fortune—of talents and learning —of forti- 
tude and ſtrength, inſtead of being a blemiſh, 

conſtitute the harmony and perfection of the moral 
world. From the loweſt inſect to the majeſty of 
Gop a regular chain of gradation is preſerved — 
Goo alone is immenſely removed—as the Creator 
muſt ever be infinitely ſuperior to the moſt exalted 
works of his hands. 


Among the bleſſed angels in heaven we have 
every reaſon to believe there is a diverſity of rank 


and of glory, ſuited to their different attributes 


and perceptions — though we cannot imagine but 
that each is as happy as he can deſire. The 
higheſt Seraph * that adores and burns,” who is 
admitted to the moſt intimate preſence of the ſu- 


preme Being, feels only the full and entire fruition 


of that felicity he is qualified to taſte; while the 
loweſt order of Angels that ſurround the throne 


FAN 


of Heaven knows no void ingrate, and partici- 
pates all the bliſs their ſenſations can crave. 


In this vain world, where, pure and uninter- 
rupted happineſs is unknown, where all are alike 
doomed to miſery and mortality, the moſt ex- 
alted ſtation confers no more ſecurity or exemp- 
tion from ills than the loweſt. There are indeed 
artificial pleaſures the elevated can ſometimes com- 
mand beyond the reach of the humble ; but, on the 


other hand, the humble have many Natural enjoy- 


ments which the elevated can never know. God, 
| who ſees not as we ſee—who at one intuitive 
glance ſurveys all the relations and connections of 
| mankind, has allotted to every ſtation its ſuffer- 
ings and its triumphs—its pleaſures and its pains. 
Hz has been highly impartial where folly would 
preſume to arraign his juſtice the moſt; and 
proves himſelf a conſummate governor and a 
moſt beneficent friend, by putting within the 
reach of each, what he has made neceſſary to the 
well-being of all. Man, blinded by ignorance, 
or tortured by envy, overlooks the happineſs of 
his ſtation and the bleſſings within his power — 
he glotes on viſions, and pants after deluſions — 
he fondly dreams of bliſs as inſeparably con- 
nected with rank — he quits his ſphere in ſearch 
of ſome unknown good — he forgets that the ſo- 
yereign Diſpoſer of events has aſſigned to each 
| If 1:6 his 


1 
his character and his part in the drama of life; 
and whether this part is long or ſhort, noble or 
ignoble, a prince or a peaſant, he that fills it 
with propriety is entitled to an equal applauſc 
and reward. 


Ik all claimed the firſt characters, the perform- 

ance would never proceed. If all were to com- 
mand, who would obey? If all were to be kings, 
who would be ſubjects? Or if all were on an 
equality, who would dare to arrogate to himſelf 
that ſuperiority which is neceſſary to ſet the ma- 
chine of human affairs in motion—to direct its 
progreſs to retard or accelerate its ſpeed? The 
Omniſcient, therefore, who moſt tenderly con- 
ſults our welfare, and who will not with impunity 
ſuffer us to involve ourſelves in miſery by our 
own fooliſh whims and miſconceptions, has thought. 
fit to connect us by indiffoluble ties of nature and 
of policy. He has made us members one of 
another in the moſt hallowed and extenſive ſenſe, 
and by his own expreſs ſanction and decrees has 
taughr us the duty of ſubordination, and the 
advantages of obedience, not only to divine but 
to hn laws. 


Wealth, WY! and talents are variouſly dif- | 
penſed, that the different powers, and energies of 
men may be called into action, and that each may 

contribute 


I # ] 


coſſtribute to the common welfare in the manner 
beſt adapted to his reſpective endowments. You 
in general. attend to agriculture, the moſt plea- 
ſant and innocent, and at the ſame time the moſt - 
neceſſary employment of man. On that all de- 
pend. You underſtand your buſineſs - you purfue 
it with pleaſure, and let us hope with profit, be- 
cauſe you do underſtand it. But were the mechanic 
to pretend to handle the plough, or to inſtruct 
you in farming—or were you to handle the me- 
chanic's tools, and to diftate to him their uſe; 
would you not mutually ſmile at one another's. 
aukwardneſs and ignorance ? It is thus that peo- 
ple, by deſerting their own ftation and aſpiring to 
that of others, render themſelves not only ridi- 
culous, but alſo dangerous. They pretend to what 
they have never ſtudied, and therefore cannot be 


ſuppoſed to comprehend. Stateſmen and legiſ- 


lators—thoſe who devote themſelves to learning, 
the ſciences and the laws, are as much a ſeparate 
order of men as mechanics and farmers I do 
not mean ſeparate by nature, but by art. It is 
no leſs neceſſary that the heads of ſome ſhould 
plan, than the hands of others act. Some are 
formed to command, and others to obey. The 
rich and wiſe are only the ſtewards and the guar- 
dians of the ignorant and the poor. Each has his 
ſtation and his duties, his rights and his privileges 
in this life — in the future, we ſhall be happy or 
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miſerable, in proportion as we have performed our 
allotted parts ill or well here. In the grave, and 
in the ſight of God, hoe, we are all dre and 
all on a level! 


Even in an abſolute ſtate of nature, before ſo- 


ciety is formed, where the ſtrongeſt arm arreſts 


the labour of the weak, we in vain look for the 
chimera Equality —we in vain ſeek for that li- 
berty which can never exiſt but with ſocial order. 
But when we conſider mankind as improved by 
arts, as poliſhed by ſcience, as diſtinguiſhed by. 


various endowments of body or of mind, of for- 


tune or power, we immediately recognize the 
abſolute neceſſity of ſome kind of government, 


which may ſerve at once as a barrier to the en- 
croachments of the great, and the aſpirings of the 
factious — which may ſecure the life, property and 
independence of the loweſt as well as the higheſt 
which with impartial aim ſhould know no gra- 


tification but that of doing good, and no pleaſure 


but that of diffuſing happineſs. —Where this is not 
the caſe, government ſtands on a falſe foundation; 
and power is pitiable, becauſe it is hated. It is 
not the command of racks and dungeons, of 
| liberty and property, of life and of death, that 


conſtitute the ſplendor and glory of a king—it 


is the dominion over the heart, the homage of 


love: that is the ſecurity, the honour, and the 
| - dignity 


[73 


dignity of thrones. Rank and fuperiority were 
not given for the ſake of their individual poſſeſ- 
ſors, and for the gratification of their luſts, va- 
nities, and ambition, but as talents they are an- 
ſwerable for, and which they are bound to devote 
and 1mprove for the public benefit. This is the 
order of nature, the decree of God ; and who- 
ever violates it muſt be criminal and a wretch. 
The tyrant will be deteſted, although he may be 
feared — for power is never amiable, and never 
accompliſhes its end, fave when it is accompanied 
with goodneſs, and its exerciſe limited — 45 | 
_ fined by _ | 


But ſo eſſentially neceſſary is ſocial and civil order” }..- 


to the very exiſtence of Man, that in many places 
of Scripture we find the moſt expreſs injunctions 
to be ſubje? to principalities and powers, without 
the leaft reference to their unworthineſs, or the 
_ unreaſonable extent to which they may carry their 


authority. This ſerves to ſnew the high duty and 


importance, which, in the ſight of God, are at- 
tached to loyalty and ſubmiſſion, even when al- 
legiance and protection are not — as they always 
ought to be — reciprocal. And how criminal 
muſt it be in us, who live under the mildeſt of 
governments and the moſt gracious of kings, did 
we neglect to demonſtrate our gratitude to Hea- 
ven for the bleſſings it has vouchſafed to entail 
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on us, by the moſt thankful acknowledgment of 
the divine goodneſs, and the moſt dutiful ſub- 


miſſion to the laws by which we are governed, 
8 MEHR and rendered happy ! 


- Yet = not fag dark and gloomy minds, in- 
ſtead of being ready to every good work, paved the 
way to confuſion with the moſt unfeeling and 
deliberate malice, we probably ſhould not at this 
moment have been involved in all the horrors of 
war and of carnage. Had not the enemy with 


whom we are now engaged been encouraged in 


their preſumption, by ſome who, though Britons 
born, diſgrace the name, and diſhonour their birth- 
right, we might have been able to ſee the ſtorm 
at a diſtance, and to, pity thoſe who were ſeeking 
happineſs by impracticable means. Liberty would 
never have erected its ſtandard on the Tame ſide . 
with deſpotiſm ; and from the experience we have 


had of the convulſions that founded our own free- 
dom, we ſhould have been taught to commiſerate 


the exceſſes of cruel and miſguided men, while 


we deteſted the means by which their object was 


purſued. 


To thoſe who could reflect — whoſe breaſts 
contained a principle of humanity, or a ſpark of 
their country's love, the ſituation of that miſerable 
— E rance, might have awe, by the moſt 

brilliant 


, 


( 91 
brilliant contraſt, our own unexampled felicity. 
Under its former deſpotiſm, and under its preſent 
anarchy, the compariſon with our government 
furniſnes the moſt rational grounds for content- 
ment — for exultation — for gratitude to God, and 
attachment to our King. Whoever dehghts not 
in ſcenes of blood and devaſtation ; — whoever 
loves REAL liberty, outraged and diſgraced by the 
riot of anarchy and the tyranny of a mob ;— 


| whoever dreads and would exert himſelf to prevent 


the indeſcribable ſcenes of miſery that inſeparably 
attend inteſtine commotions and civil broils ; — 
whoever holds dear the relations that ſweeten life ; 
 — Whoever has a heart to liſten to the cries of in- 
; nocence and beauty — or a hand ready to protect 
them; — let all ſuch be timely warned, if they 
are not ſo already, of the miſchiefs meditated 
againſt our religion, liberty, and laws, by the 
- propagation of falſe and dangerous principles, 
though conveyed 1n terms the moſt ſoothing ro 
the ear of ignorance, and in vehicles the moſt 1 in- 
toxicating to the ſenſes ! | 


However active and zealous I may be on other 
occaſions to contribute my mite to ſtrengthen the 
hands of lawful government—to prevent liberty 
from turning to licentiouſneſs, and to ſupport the 
conſtitution and laws of this favoured land ; you 

will bear me witneſs, I have never hitherto intro- 
, duced 


* 


6 68} 


duced politics into the pulpit. —1I have thought it 

my duty to explain and enforce the pure precepts. 

of Chriſtianity, free from all perſonal alluſions and 

all political retroſpects.— J have ever been of 

opinion, that with the ſervice of God we ſhould, as 

far as poſſible, refrain from mixing the paſſions 

and prejudices of men ;—that diſputed points in 

religion and politics ſhould carefully be avoided 
by thoſe who wiſh to make their hearers wiſer 

and better men. Religion indeed would have loſt 
nothing — it would have gained much —had the 

characters of the angry diſputant, the warm par- 

tizan, and the fierce polemic been ſtill unknown. 

But the peculiar circumſtances of the times, and 

the expreſs purpoſe to which this day is devoted, 

which is © for a general Faſt and Humiliation 

4 before Almighty God, to be obſerved in the 

* moſt devout and folemn manner, by ſending up | 

our prayers and ſupplications to the divine Ma- 
* jeſty; for obtaining pardon of our ſins, and 
e for averting thoſe heavy judgments, which 

* our manifold provocations have moſt juſtly de- 

5 ſerved, and imploring his bleſſing and aſſiſtance 
* on the arms of his Majeſty by ſea and land, and 

* for reſtoring and perpetuating peace, ſafety, 
and proſperity to himſelf and to his kingdoms,” 
ſeem to juſtify and to require a departure from 
my uſual ſtyle and manner of addreſſing you. It 
is now become highly important for you to know 

| | | and 
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and to attend to the grounds and principles of the 


conteſt in which as a nation we are engaged, and 
the intereſt that each individual and all of us have 
at ſtake. | 


Happy in the enjoyment of domeſtic comfort, 


and in the practical exerciſe of real liberty and 
dutiful allegiance to the beſt of kings, and to 


all that are in authority under him, you have in 


general perhaps but little regarded the grand ſcenes 
paſſing on the theatre of Europe. None of you, | 


however, can be entirely ignorant of them —and 


therefore my review of them ſhall be but ſhort. 


About four years ago, F rance ſhewed ſuch 


ſymptoms of a determined ſpirit to vindicate itſelf 
into liberty, and to throw off the yoke of its 
ancient deſpotiſm, that the ſubſequent ſpeedy com- 
pletion of this event was the leſs ſurpriſing. It 
is natural for Britons to regard liberty with a 
fond enthuſiaſm, as a plant indigenous to their 
foil: and it would have been highly flattering to 


them to have found that a neighbouring nation, in 
ſowing its precious ſeeds, had attended to the 


methods by which it had been ſo ſucceſsfully cul- 
tivated here. Hurried away, however, by a na- 


tural impetuoſity, blinded by the theories of a 


falſe philoſophy, and regardleſs of the experience 
of ages, the ſuggeſtions of wiſdom, and the 


precepts . 
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precepts of the Goſpel, the French legiſlators 
did not ſtudy to reform, but were eager to de- 
moliſh, They diſhonoured the nobles, they 
plundered the church, and, in ſhewing their aver- 
fion to prieſtcraft, they debaſed Religion herſelf. 
After an agitation of about two years, they pro- 
duced a new conſtitution, which was to be the 
ne plus ulira of political perfection - the wonder 
and the example of the univerſe. Their King, 
Muſtrious for the mild exerciſe of his unlimited 
power and the philanthropy of his heart, after trying 
to eſcape from his perſecutors, was brought back 
a priſoner; and, yielding to the preſſure of circum- 
ſtances, accepted their conſtitution without modi- 
fication. This, it might have been. ſuppoſed, 
would have put an end to all diviſions: but un- 
fortunately many of the leading men in France 
who had been deſpoiled of their ancient privileges 
— the King's brothers, nobles, military, and 
clergy without number, having ſought refuge in 
foreign lands, and being encouraged by a league 
of deſpotic powers*, whoſe object ſeemed to be the 


* From an impartial combination of cauſes and effects, and 
a candid review of paſt events, perhaps it is not unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that had it not been for the original league of the 
deſpotic powers againſt the naſcent liberty of France, or 
rather their unſucceſsful efforts, Louis XVI. might at this 

time have been alive, and the deſerved idol of a people he 
really loved. I preſume not to be ſufficiently acquainted with the 
motives that gave riſe to this league in regard to France ; but 
is 


{ 


18 
re- eſtabliſnment of the old government of France, 
advanced at the head of numerous armies againſt 


that diſtracted kingdom. The King, though a 
conſtant priſoner, was ſuſpe&ed of favouring the 


is it unckaricable to aſcribe it 60 Mar the then e ws” 


| than concern for a brother monarch ? In regard to Poland 


we cannot be deceived. The ſame combination has there over- 
turned a conſtitution which one of the moſt virtuous and en- 
lightened of kings had prepared for his country, actuated by 
no ambition but that of proving himſelf its benefactor. It 
has by its interference in this inſtance ſufficiently developed 
the dark features of' deſpotiſm ; and taught Britons to watch 
with a jealous eye every exerciſe of power over the internal 
concerns of any independent nation. Our wiſe and virtuous 
miniſtry at the commencement of the preſent war very con- 
ſtitutionally diſavowed any intention of interfering with the 
internal regulations of France ; and were its principles and 
its practices more deteſtable than they are—and aggravation is 
ſcarcely poſſible — it is a queſtion politicians alone can folve, 
whether we ſhould be juſtified in combating by force the exceſs 
of liberty or of flavery in any country, farther than it actu- 
ally affects ourſelves or our allies. A king who reigns in the 
hearts of his ſubjects needs not the ſame precaution with thoſe 
who only command theirs. — The tortuous policy of deſpots 
ſuits not thoſe who fight under the ſacred panoply of Liberty. 
Yet if ever the dereliction of a principle which appears to be 
founded in nature and in the unpreſcriptible rights of na- 
tions to legiſlate for themſelves, could be neceſſary and allow- 
able, the preſent fituation and conduct of France, where mad- 
men armed with legiſlative authority are wildly ſcattering fire- 
brands round them, would ſanction it FRY the precedent of 
any former times. 
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enterprize : and after the foreign invaſion had 
tended to create an union among the people, be- 
cauſe they dreaded tenfold deſpotiſm if they fail- 
ed, the allied armies were unexpectedly obliged to 
retire — the innocent King was hurled from his 
throne — the conſtitution they had all ſo lately 


ſworn to obſerve and defend was rejected and de- 


ſpiſed — horrors whoſe very recollection chills the 
warm current of the blood, took place — Murder 


was licenſed to range, and Juſtice fell to the 


ground. A convention of the nation was called 


to eſtabliſh another form of government. The 


democratic influence prevailed; or rather the 
factious converted the people as inſtruments for 
their own deſtruction, The viſionary frame of a 
republic was laid —the Tree of Liberty, which 
has proved more baneful than the Manchineel to 


thoſe who have ſought its ſhade, was planted ; 


and a metaphyſic liberty and equality intoxicated 


the mad multitude—the miſerably paſſive inſtru- 
ments of the villains who directed the ſtorm. — 


Unexampled and unaccountable ſucceſs attended 
the arms of the new French republic. Its rulers 


were infatuated. Every kingdom and every ſtate 


was to be dragooned into their ſpurious ſpecies of 


liberty. Their emiſſaries and their artifices were 


but too viſible among ourſelves. A few wicked 
and ſome ill-· judging men at firſt ſpread the crude 


poiſon of. French politics among the lower claſſes 
| - 'v of 


VV 5 
of the people. Wanton attacks provoked the 
moſt. incendiary replies; and this nation was 
unhappily divided into favourers and opponents, 
long before it had any real cauſe to interfere in 
the conteſt. The wiſdom and vigilance of Go- 
vernment, and the paternal affection of our King, 
pointed out the danger as ſoon as it became alarm- 
ing: but the French, fluſhed with unparalleled 
fortune, ſtill more ſtrongly communicated the 
contagion of their principles by every art of ad- 
dreſs and every ſpecies of corruption. Countries 
were over-run, and annexed to the French re- 
public, in defiance of a wiſe decree of the con- 
ſtituent aſſembly, which abjured all wars for the 
ſake of conqueſt. Views of aggrandizement were 


avowed — our allies were threatened— and, in the 


 paroxyſm of delirium, the infamous fraternizing 
decree was paſſed, inviting inſurrection and abet- 
ting treaſon. 1 

It was now full time for Government to act 
with energy and in earneſt. Under the ſpecious 
name of Reform, * numerous clubs and ſocieties 


* The watch-word of ſedition has long been Rx ron 
that of the repreſentation of the people the chief. I will ven- 
ture to ſay, there is not one honeſt man or true patriot in theſe 


kingdoms who does not wiſh this to be conſtitutionally and | 


quietly brought about at a proper ſeaſon and by proper means. 
But Heaven forbid that this taſk of reformation ſhould ever, 
revert 
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were. inſtituted here by deſperate and deſigning 


men, whoſe evident object was the deſtruction of 


the conſtitution, and the eventual ruin of every 
perſon of property and character. As a counter- 
poiſe to thoſe anti- conſtitutional aſſociations, ſome 
independent gentlemen with great judgment and 
effect formed one againſt RxrugLIicAxNS and LxveL- 
LE RS, the neceſſity for which had for ſome time been 
foreſeen and recommended. To a meaſure fo well 
calculated to ſecure the public peace, Govern- 
ment lent its ſanction, without ſeeming to interpoſe 
its authority; and in a ſhort time ſimilar aſſocia- 
tions became general throughout the iſland. The 
champions of ſedition ſoon met vith the juſt 


revert to the maſs of the people — to that inſenſate, debauched, 
and ignorant people, who, where they are poſſeſſed of the 
elective franchiſe in its full extent, ell their birth-right for a 
mejs of pottage —who barter their votes for a dinner, and a 
bottle of wine — who prefer the moſt paltry bribe to the good 
of their country; and court the touch of corruption, againſt 
which they have been lately taught with the moſt daring effron- 
tery to inveigh. While the fountain is polluted, the ſtreams 
can -never flow pure. Our laws are good ; but in ſome in- 


| ſtances they become nugatory by the univerſality of their neg- 


let. Whenever the people ſhall be true to themſelves — 
whenever they ſhall be induced to vote from pure and diſin- 
tereſted motives alone, every requiſite reform will be immedi- 
ately effected. Each muſt reform himſelf — the moſt glorious : 
and only permanent baſis of all public reforms; and this 1s 
neither unneceſſary or impolitic at any period. Inſtead of 
diſtracting, it would ſtrengthen the ſtate — for the virtue of 


citizens i the ſtability of government. 3 
deriſion 


( 21 ] 
deriſion and contempt of the public. Every man 
who felt for himſelf, for his family, for his pol | 
terity, or for human nature, was anxious to diſ- 
play his loyalty, and to ſupport the conſtitution 
of his country. But the French had gone too far 
to recede — their evil genius ſtill purſued them 
— the moderate and juſt explanations required of 
them they anſwered evaſively, or not at all. Their 
virtuous King, for whoſe fate nations wept, and 
only demons exulted, fell a victim to the ruling 
faction. The meaſure of their crimes was now 
filled up; and vengeance with no ſlow pace ad- 
vanced to overtake the enemies of God and man. 
External defeat has followed on the heels of de- 
feat; and confuſion worſe confounded agitates and 
diſtracts to its very centre this once mighty em- 
pire. The ableſt generals of the ephemeral re- 
public, weary of fighting for a cauſe in which 
victory was diſgrace, and conqueſt only opened 
new ſcenes for plunder and devaſtation, have de- 
ſerted their poſt, and turned their arms againſt 
their ferocious rulers; and let us hope that the 
moderate party in France will prevail over the in- 
furiate Jacobine faction, and honourably ſettle the 
conteſt without the neceſſity of foreign aid. Let 
us hope that order and good government will ſoon 
efface the ravages of paſt calamities ; and that the 
remembrance alone may be left, to warn them 
and other nations from looſening the reins of go- 

C vernment, 
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vernment, from diſſolving the bands of ſociety, 
and ſpurning at that religion which is the ſweeteſt 


conſolation of its votaries here, and their only 


reward at laſt. Thus far as men and as chriſ- 
tians we ſhould wiſh well to our very enemies. 


May they ſoon loſe the odious name, and peace 


with its attendant ſweets return to bleſs our land, 
Beyond the expectations of the moſt ſanguine, 
and in leſs time than even imagination could have 
conceived, by the bleſſing of Providence, our 
allies are reſcued, and the daring faction that 
with ſo much confidence lifted up its voice and its 
arm againſt them and us, curbed in its aſpiring 
views, and driven from its ill-fated uſurpations. 
May the Almighty grant what farther ſucceſs 
may ſtill be wanting to ſecure and perpetuate the 
objects we contend, for; and may we ſoon have 
occaſion to meet in this place to return thanks to 
the King of Kings, who is not ſlow to hear, and 
who is mighty to ſave, May He, the ſupreme 
univerſal Parent of us all, and the Giver of every 
good and every perfect gift, vouchſafe to bleſs 
our King and his royal family, his miniſters, his 
counſellors, his fleets, his armies, and all his ſub- 
jects of every rank and degree; and let us pray to 
God that the unequalled benefits of a mild and 


regal government may ſtill be ours; that the pure 


ſpirit of liberty, founded on law and ſupported 


by 


7 
j 


E 

by order, may ever be the diſtinguiſhing glory of 
our iſle — that peace, unity and concord, a deep 
ſenſe of duty, and an animating hope of the 
divine favour and protection, may live and flouriſh 
among us — and that the only competition, the 
only ſtruggle, may be, who ſhall ſerve God with 
the greateſt purity and truth — who ſhall be moſt 
loyal to their King and moſt beneficial to their 
Country 


Happy the nation where ſuch principles reign 
where each ſupports his ſtation and performs 
his duty with fidelity and attention - where love 
is the prime tie that binds the different relations 
and unites the various ranks of men together — 
where mean and ſelfiſh views are abſorbed in the 
public good—and, as the baſis of all — where re- 
ligion is embraced and cultivated, not in the nar- 
row views of ſects, but in the ſpirit of its divine 
 Author—to ſpread peace on earth and good will 
among men. It is then only genuine—it is then 
only real, when it teaches us to FEAR*Gop—to 
HONOUR THE KING — to OBEY MAGISTRATES, 
AND TO BE READY TO EVERY GOOD WORK, May 
ſuch be its bleſſed fruits and effects till time ſhall 


be no more 
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